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HERSETH            INTRODUCES DISABLED VETERANS ADAPTIVE HOUSING IMPROVEMENT ACT

February            17, 2006, Washington, D.C. -             U.S. Rep. Stephanie Herseth has introduced new legislation to increase            the amount of adaptive housing grants available to disabled veterans.            The Disabled Veterans Adaptive Housing Improvement Act would increase            the amount of assistance available to severely disabled veterans for            specially adapted housing from its current limit of $50,000 to $60,000            and from $10,000 to $12,000 for less severely disabled veterans. 

Herseth said, "Specially            adapted homes are considerably more expensive than conventional homes.            However, while building costs have risen, the grant amount has remained            relatively flat. The last increase, enacted in 2004, was not adequate            to meet the costs of inflation since the original grant was made."

In 1948, Congress passed            legislation to establish a program to provide a $10,000 grant for construction            or remodeling of a home for veterans who are severely disabled due to            spinal cord injuries with paralysis of the legs and lower parts of the            body. In 1980, the program was expanded to provide a second more limited            housing grant program to provide benefits for veterans who had permanent            and total disability due to blindness in both eyes or loss of use of            both hands. These adaptive housing grant programs have helped veterans            obtain a home that meets their specialized needs. 

Joel Niemeyer, Executive            Director of the North Central Chapter Paralyzed Veterans of America,            in Sioux Falls said, "I want to thank Rep. Herseth for her leadership            on this bill to increase adaptive housing grants available to disabled            veterans. Reflecting inflation, what could be bought for $10,000 in            1948 now costs $82,728, so this modest increase is common sense and            necessary."

In addition, the bill will            establish a price index that reflects a uniform, national average annual            increase in the costs of residential home construction, so that future            veterans eligible for this grant would continue to maintain their purchasing            power.

Herseth serves on the House            Veterans' Affairs Committee and is Ranking Member on its Subcommittee            for Economic Opportunity.
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